The 
MAr.Eiu@u.s @I) METHODS The present study is an attempt to under stand the factors that influence coroners in their decision to call a death â€˜¿ suicide' or â€˜¿ accidental' or to return an â€˜¿ open' verdict. It is based on the survey of Dublin coroners' records referred to in the previous paper. The 201* deaths which McCarthy and Walsh judged to be suicides were divided into two groups, the first consisting of the 58 cases which were also classified as suicides by the coroners, the second consisting of the 143 cases for which the coroners returned a non-suicide verdict. The purpose of this study was to isolate characteristics of the deaths which would best allow us to discriminate between these two groups. It may be seen from Table I that a large number of variables add little to our under standing of the coroners' behaviour; among these are the subject's sex, marital status, previous psychiatric record, previous suicide attempts, alcohol intake, and household circum stances. These negative conclusions are of great interest, suggesting that a wide range of factors that might plausibly be assumed to affect a coroner's verdict do not seem to exercise any net influence.
On the other hand, the method by which the victim died, his or her age, and whether there was any intimation of intent may be seen to explain much of the coroners' behaviour in arriving at verdicts. Those who died from cutting and hanging were much more likely to be returned as suicides than those dying by drown.. ing, shooting, jumping or poisoning. Similarly, there was a significant increase in the proba bility of a case being classified as a suicide if some intimation of intent had been given. Finally, the pattern of coefficients obtained for the age variable suggests that older victims were generally less likely to be returned as suicides than younger ones. Although not significant, the pattern of coefficients for the household circumstances variable is of interest, suggesting that a person living alone was most likely, and one living with his or her parents least likely, to be classified as a suicide by the coroners.
From the statistics presented at the end of Table I , it is clear that our approach to the study of coroners' decisions has a high explana tory power. When the equation was used to Table I have been grouped in Table II . The result is a considerable simplification, without any loss of explanatory power, as may be seen from the higher R2 (coefficient of multiple determination, corrected for degrees of free dom) in Table 11 . The significance of method * The discriminant used was based on the equation in Table I and a knowledge of the proportion of suicides in the total sample. The latter was taken as an estimate of the â€˜¿ a priori probability ' (Morrison, 1967) .
as a factor influencing coroners is overwhelming, with age and intimation of intent lesser, although highly significant, influences. In this simplified presentation, household circumstances remain non-significant.
